
 

 
 
 
 
 

Topic: A party gone wrong 
Debate: Should the owner of the social networking site be prosecuted? 
 

Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out more 
about how to use this document.  
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.   
 
Louise, 19, wants to get even with Natalie, 18, over a minor grudge and creates a fake 
account on a social networking site on which she then posts an open party invitation.  
 
On Saturday at about 9 p.m. a few individuals turn up at Natalie’s house and because 
Natalie knows them she invites them in for a drink. By midnight there is a full-on party 
happening. The carpet, furniture and an expensive home cinema system are trashed. 
When Natalie’s parents get back home they are furious and demand that the police 
take action against the social networking site, so they can find out who made the 
anonymous posting. 
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Should the owner of the social networking site be prosecuted? 
 

Step 3: Making it memorable 
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

Theme: Privacy Online 

http://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/mcdr-a-guide-for-teachers
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/privacy-a-party-gone-wrong
http://webwewant.org/


 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class Magna 
Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their argument, and can 
be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and synthesising ideas. Have 
a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for the digital age to read the 
many different clauses submitted by young people around the world. 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the local 
media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International. 

 
Useful Resources 
 
Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around online privacy 

 Articles exploring privacy and mass surveillance.  
 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development with 
the following questions: 

 Have any of your students experienced anything like this?  

 Is there anything that a social networking site can do? 

 What is wrong about impersonating someone by creating a fake account on a 
social network? 

 Who was really at fault? 

 Is this a form of cyberbullying? 

 
External links 
 
Below are some useful articles on the topic: 

 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245796/Facebook-party--30k-trail-
destruction-800-descend-Billericay-home-girl-14.html 

 http://www.parentdish.co.uk/teen/my-house-was-trashed-by-a-teenage-
facebook-party/ 

 http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/09/22/14028638-thousands-
descend-on-tiny-dutch-town-after-facebook-invitation-goes-viral?lite 

http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/privacy
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/themes/privacy
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245796/Facebook-party--30k-trail-destruction-800-descend-Billericay-home-girl-14.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245796/Facebook-party--30k-trail-destruction-800-descend-Billericay-home-girl-14.html
http://www.parentdish.co.uk/teen/my-house-was-trashed-by-a-teenage-facebook-party/
http://www.parentdish.co.uk/teen/my-house-was-trashed-by-a-teenage-facebook-party/
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/09/22/14028638-thousands-descend-on-tiny-dutch-town-after-facebook-invitation-goes-viral?lite
http://worldnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/09/22/14028638-thousands-descend-on-tiny-dutch-town-after-facebook-invitation-goes-viral?lite


 
 

The law 
 Currently a House of Lords Select Committee has concluded that our existing 

laws cover social media crime: 
http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2014-07/29/social-media-criminal-
offences-legislation 

 Each social media site has different rules about creating fake account. Read 
Facebook’s terms and conditions to see where they stand. 

 Legally it is within a parent’s rights to complain to the police. However, the 
action that the police take may depend very much on how the public is affected. 

 Facebook said the settings for 'events' on their site were separate from the issue 
of profile privacy settings and they give clear guidelines on how to post an 
event: https://www.facebook.com/help/116346471784004/ 

http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2014-07/29/social-media-criminal-offences-legislation
http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2014-07/29/social-media-criminal-offences-legislation
https://en-gb.facebook.com/communitystandards
https://www.facebook.com/help/116346471784004/

